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City kicks off First Street redevelopment project
ByJIIIIeIIeW Iker willincludeeightacresfilled
STAFFWRITER. with933parkingspaces,80

. , . condosand16apartments,
ST.CHARLES- When 97,000square feet of retail

the city finishes its Firs,t space and 103,000square
StreetredevelopmentplanS,,\'feet of office/commercial
officialssaid,itissettingthe space,officialssaid.
stageforthe next100years "TheF1rstStreetredevel-
ofitshistory. opment project will define

Those 100years kicked our downtownforthe next
off Wednesday, Sept. 6, 100years,"MayorDonDe-
whencity officialsmarked Witte said."It willcreate a
theofficialground-breaking newidentitynotonlyforour
foranewentertainment/re- downtownbusinessdistrict
tail/residential corridoron butforthe entirecommuni-
First Street. ty ofSt.Charles."

When finished,the rede- What the city hopes to
velopedFIfStStreetcorridor create, DeWittesaid, is "a

welcoming, pedestrian-
friendlydowntownbusiness
district in the heart of the
city,where people from both
sides of the river can meet
and enjoy the community
and our beautiful natural
setting along the banks of
the Fox River."

The entire project is ex-
pected to cost $100million-
plus and is funded through
private development and a
tax-increment-financingdis-
trict.

A TlF district is an eco-
nomic developmenttool mu-
nicipalitiesuse to attract

private investment to a
blighted area. In aTIF, prop-
erty tax levels are frozen for
purposes of distributing
propertytaxrevenues. Pub-
lic investment in infrastruc-
ture such as water, sewer
and roads ispaidfor through
property taxes on the in-
creased value of redevel-
oped property - or tl1e
increment - in the dis-
trict.

St. Charles created the
$26 millionTlF ,district in
2002 after two separate
studies to ensure the city
was moving in the correct

direction, DeWitte said.
.We tried to be deh'berate

and cautious" when ap-
proaching the First Street
redevelopment, DeWitte
said.

Residents will begin to
see the fruits ofthose stud-
ieswhenthe citybegins in-
frastructure work Oct. 1
- replacingand rehabbing
water, sewer and electric
lines, and roads - to pre-
pare for the future develop-
ment. That is expected to
cost $2.9 million, he said.

After that, DeWitte said,
the Blue Goose Supermar-

,.... ... ............... .... .. ,~t;nn ..~hA,I ..,;n,ln",. ~m'""nth thA.=. UAimAm .n,l thA= ;. . Intn. nnhnrtu-

ket will begin construction
of a new building to the
south of its current !lite.

The existing Blue Goose
then will be knocked down
for a later retail and restau-
rant complex facing the Fox
River.

While the redevelopment
ltas begun, DeWitte said, it
likely will be 2008 or 2009
before anyone wil1 be sip-
ping cocktails on the River
Walk adjacent to the new
buildings.
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